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In keeping with tradition, the 
Philharmonic’s Bon Voyage Gala Concert will 
be held at the Mexican Heritage Plaza’s 
School of Arts & Culture as a sendoff for 
their summer concert tour. The orchestra will 
perform their tour repertoire, featuring 
soloist Max Zorin in Lalo’s Symphonie 
Espagnole.  

 

An hour before the concert, a wine 
reception will be held, during which the 
Silent Auction fundraiser will begin.  This 
auction will be closed during Intermission, 
and winners will be announced at the end of 
the concert.  All proceeds will be allocated to 
covering tour expenses and general 
operations.   

Attend the Silent Auction for a chance 
to win tickets to the San Jose Opera, San Jose 
Ballet, Symphony Silicon Valley, and San 
Francisco Symphony.  Among other prizes are 
game tickets for the A’s, the Giants, and 
possibly even the Sharks, as well as certificates 
for restaurants, hair salons, and learning 
centers.  And of course, the ever-popular 
Conductor for a Day remains a coveted prize. 

 

Join us at the Philharmonic’s Bon 
Voyage Concert at 7:30 pm on June 19 to 
enjoy their music before they embark on their 
summer tour to Spain and Portugal! 

Bon Voyage  
A sendoff in style 
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      When did you start  playing the 
viol in,  and what motivated you?  
I started when I was 5 years old. I grew 
up in a family of musicians, my dad is a 
violinist and my mom a pianist, 
obviously that was the main factor that 
led me to music. But I was drawn to it 
very quickly, and loved the attention! 
 
     With who and where have you 
studied music? 
My dad was my first teacher and to this 
day still coaches me upon request. I 
studied also with Nelli Shkolnikova at 
IU, Dorothy De Lay and Naoko Tanaka 
at Juilliard, Peter Oundjian at Yale and 
Phil Setzer and Ani Kavafian at 
Stonybrook.  
 
      What are some musical  groups 
you have performed or col laborated 
with? 
I’ve played recently with the Saint 
Petersburg State Orchestra and the 
Williamsport Symphony.  

     Other than performing, what do you do? 
I’m working on a few projects right now, one of which is a one-man show, it’s a mix of stand up 
comedy and music depicting my life and demystifying classical musicians. Musically I’m also interested 
in doing some other genres of music like jazz and pop, I recently made a video of Mack the Knife (Max 
Zorin: Mack The Knife) 
 
     Who or what are some of your musical  inspirations? 
There are many, starting from my dad to Grapelli; David Oistrakh is definitely on top of my list (he 
was also my dad’s teacher). I pick up a little bit from many musicians, doesn’t matter what instrument; 
I can’t name them all. 

Max Zorin will be performing Lalo’s Symphonie Espagnole with the Philharmonic 
Orchestra on their upcoming Spain and Portugal tour! You can see him perform once more at the 
June 19th Gala Concert. 

Tour  So l o i s t :  
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   How has p laying v io la inf luenced 
you? Who has been an inf luence on 
your p laying?   
Playing viola has made me more 
hardworking and goal-driven. I would 
say that every good musician that I 
know has had an impact on me, because 
they inspire me to work even harder.  
 
    How long have you been with 
SJYS?  
I have been with SJYS for two years 
now. 
 
    What piece  wi l l  you be 
per forming,  and why?  
The piece that I will be playing is the 
Telemann Viola Concerto in G Major. 
I chose it because it was appropriate  

   When did you f i r s t  beg in p laying the 
v io l in?  
I first began at the age of four. My uncle, 
who has been principal bassoon in the 
Buffalo Philharmonic 
Orchestra, introduced me to the 
instrument. 
 

    Which teachers  have you studied 
with?  
I studied first with Ms. Hiroko Nishimura. 
I am currently studying with Mr. Imant 
Kotsinsh. 
 

    How long have you been with SJYS,  
and which groups have you 
part ic ipated in?  
This is my fourth year in SJYS; I started in 
the Concert Orchestra and enjoyed two 
years in the Chamber Orchestra ensemble. 
     Why did you choose  to  per form 
this  p iece?  
I chose to perform the Mozart Violin 
Concerto in D Major because I have  
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Soloist'interview:''Eric Wang'

Soloist'interview:  Annie Wu 

for my level at the time when I was 
deciding what to play for the 
competition, but at the same time 
challenging. 
 
    What made you choose  to  
pursue music?  Why did you 
choose  the v io la?  
I started out on the piano but later 
went to viola. My grandma is a piano 
teacher, which I guess is how it all 
began. I chose the viola, though, 
because I really like how it sounds 
 
    Are there  any part icu lar  
music ians that  inspire  you,  and 
why?  
Craig Bate inspires me, because he's 
an outstanding viola player and 
teacher.  
 

studied the piece for over a year and like 
Mozart's violin compositions. This 
concerto is a fitting piece to play with a 
chamber orchestra as well. 
 
    Who are  some of  your musical  
inf luences?  
My largest influences have been my 
teachers, but also great artists, such as 
Itzhak Perlman and Jascha Heifetz have 
guided my playing. 
 
    What do you l ike  about music?  
Music really encompasses all the human 
emotions, which is why people hear 
colors and enjoy listening to melodies 
that move them. On the other hand, I 
love performing twice as much as 
listening because it's a creative process 
and becomes extremely rewarding when 
I achieve the sound I imagine in my 
mind. 
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Last  Not e s  

“No coughing.” 
 

“Sure, break the cello while you’re at it” 
 

“Seeing you guys can’t play the notes right, lets try it at 
piano. It might sound better that way.” 

 
“Guys, you make me want to cry. It’s supposed to be sad, 

but not that sad.” 
 

“Now you want to play the right notes.” 
 
“Do you mean 338? 

By now you should know what I mean, not what I say.” 

SJYS'Events:  

 Look forward to a week of fun at summer camp with SJYS 
alumni Amber Wyman, bassoon, and Bo Atlas, tuba, acting 
as the camp co- directors! 

 
 Congratulations to the Prelude String Ensemble for winning 

a celebratory pizza party, with 63% of the group showing 
their SJYS pride at our 2nd annual Spirit Week! 

 
 The Philharmonic Orchestra will be leaving for Spain and 

Portugal on June 23rd! See them off before their tour at the 
Bon Voyage concert on June 19th at the Mexican Heritage 
Plaza, where they will be performing their tour repertoire.  
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 Andrea Tam!
 Joyce Jang!
 Paulo Avila!

Christian Babcock 
Daniel Charif 
Michael Ligier 
Apoorva Prakash 
Ravi Varma 
Tiffany Wong 
Garrett Woodford-
Berry!


